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PLEASE NOTE
Possessing a wild 
animal without the 
proper permit is a 
criminal offense 
punishable with fines 
and incarceration.  
Never keep a raptor 
or other bird or wild 
animal as a pet or as 
a patient even if you 
believe you are 
helping it.

INJURED
OWLS

What to do

You found an injured owl or 
other raptor and you 
desperately want to help.  Do 
you know what to do?

Who to call

Injured raptors need 

professional care; at-home 

care is never a good idea.  Do 

you know who to call?

Where to go

There are several trained, 

licensed raptor rehabilitators 

across the state.  Do you 

know how to find them?

How to help

Raptor rehabilitation takes a 

lot of  time, effort, money and 

volunteers to stay open.  How 

can you help?

SAFELY HELPING INJURED OWLS

We all mean well.  We find an injured owl and we 

instinctively want to help.  Unfortunately our actions, 
although filled with good intentions, often end up killing or 

permanently injuring the owl.  So how do we help?

This booklet will help you learn what to do, who to call, 

	 	 and how you can help.
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SECURE THE OWL
The first step is to 
secure the owl.

You’d be 
surprised at 
the speed at 
which an 
injured owl 
can disappear!  

When an owl is injured, its 
natural instinct is to hide.

If you discover an owl that is 
clearly injured, cover it right 
away with a laundry basket 
or box that is large enough 
to fit comfortably over the 
owl, but not so large that the 
owl can flap around too 
much inside.  Owls are 
surprisingly strong, so place 
a weight on top to keep the 
owl from escaping.     
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CALL FOR HELP
The second step is 
to call for help.

As soon as the 
owl is secured, 
call for help 
immediately.  

Ideally, you should call your 
local licensed raptor 
rehabilitator.  The phone 
numbers are at the back of 
this book.  If you do not have 
the number handy, call your 
veterinarian, emergency 
veterinary clinic, DNR or 
your local law enforcement 
who should be able to 
connect you with the nearest 
raptor rehabilitation center.      

Wildlife Rehab



A l e x a n d r a  f o r s y t h e! ! ! ! ! ! m i d w e s t b i r d w a t c h i n g . c o m

ADDITIONAL PRECAUTIONS
Notes

Never give food 
or water to the 
bird.

Take note of the 
exact location the 
owl was found so 
that it can be 
returned to the 
wild in its own 
territory.

If you are going to transport 
the owl to the rehabber 
yourself, use heavy gloves 
when handling the bird and, 
to reduce stress, cover the 
owl with a sheet or blanket 
and place it securely in a 
box.

“Lost” or “Orphaned” Owlets

What should you do if you find an owlet (owl chick) 
on the ground?

It is easy to assume that the owlet is orphaned.  
However, it is much more likely that the owlet is 
testing its wings.

The chicks of many types of birds, including owls, 
will leave the nest and roost on a nearby branch 
before they can fly.  Some lose their footing and fall 
to the ground.

The grounded chick may look lost or orphaned, but 
it probably is not.  If the chick is obviously injured or 
orphaned, take the chick to the nearest licensed 
rehabilitator immediately.  

If the chick is not injured, it is best to leave it alone.  
If there are predators, people or vehicles nearby, 
put the chick in the branches of the nearest tree and 
leave the area.  Contrary to popular belief, the 
parents will not abandon the chick if it is handled by 
humans.  
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What happens next?

There are several steps required when 
faced with an injured owl.  First, the bird 
is given a physical exam and weighed. 
Depending on the owl’s size and 
condition, it may have to be wrapped 
loosely in a cloth or have a hood placed 
on its head to calm it down before it can 
be weighed.  A blood sample is taken, 
and an eye exam is given since many 
birds have head injuries from collisions.  
Since the most common injury to owls is 
broken or injured wings, the owl may 
also need an x-ray. 

Once the owl has been safely delivered 
to the raptor rehabilitation center, there 
will be a variety of tests, evaluations and 
procedures depending on the condition 
of the owl.

In the following pages, we’ll discuss the 
initial exam, the steps required to 
prepare for surgery, surgical steps to 
repair a fractured wing bone (since 
broken wings are the most common 
injury), and the steps required after 
surgery to help the owl recover and be 
prepared for life in the wild again.

X-RAY OF BROKEN WING INTUBATING BANDAGED WING
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X-RAY OF AN OWL

Initial Exam

There are several steps required when 
faced with an injured owl.  First, the bird 
is given a physical exam and weighed. 
Depending on the owl’s size and 
condition, it may have to be wrapped 
loosely in a cloth or have a hood placed 
on its head to calm it down before it can 
be weighed.  A blood sample is taken, 
and an eye exam is given since many 
birds have head injuries from collisions.  
Since the most common injury to owls is 
broken or injured wings, the owl may 
also need an x-ray. 

There are several steps required when 
faced with an injured owl.  First, the bird 
is given a physical exam and weighed. 
Depending on the owl’s size and 
condition, it may have to be wrapped 
loosely in a cloth or have a hood placed 
on its head to calm it down before it can 
be examined.  A blood sample is taken, 
and an eye exam is given since many 
birds have head injuries from collisions.  
The most common injury to owls is 
broken or injured wings, so the owl may 
also need an x-ray.  

Given the frequency of fractures, the 
focus of this booklet is on repairing 
broken wings and rehabilitating owls. 

X-RAY OF BROKEN WING CLOSE-UP OF THE BREAK
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Prepping for Surgery

Since owls are easily stressed and can 
harm themselves, they are usually 
placed under general anesthesia while 
they are being treated.  A gas such as 
isoflurane is mixed with oxygen and 
administered using a mask placed over 
the owl’s face.  A tube is inserted into the 
owl’s trachea (windpipe) to ensure 
proper air flow.  This process is called 
“intubation”.  The area around the injury 
is sanitized.  The breathing and heart 
rates are monitored very closely 
throughout the procedure.  There is a risk 
of apnea (breathing has stopped 
suddenly) or cardiac arrest (heart has 
stopped beating), but it is rare.

PREPPING THE AREAINTUBATINGMASKING
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Surgery

Wing fractures are the most common 
injury.  The owl's broken bone must be 
set immediately by a veterinarian.  
Otherwise, the wing may not heal 
properly and the owl will not be able to 
fly correctly.  Since owls must fly well in 
order to catch their prey, it is crucial for 
the owl to receive prompt professional 
care in order to survive.  Some fractures 
require surgery and insertion of a pin or 
plate, while others can be stabilized with 
a bandage, splint, or cast.  Bones are set 
for two to six weeks depending on the 
seriousness of the injury.  Owls are fed a 
high calcium diet while they heal.

X-RAY OF PINNED WINGINSERTING THE PINPREPARING TO PIN THE WING
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Post-Surgery

After the bones are set, the owl is moved 
to a small cage in a quiet place to keep 
it calm.  Owls that are unable to eat may 
be fed liquid diets or force fed.  The 
bandages are removed as needed and 
the wing is stretched to prevent stiffness.  
Antibiotics are given to prevent infection.  
After the bones are set, the owl 
participates in exercise routines for two 
weeks to several months in order to 
prepare him or her for life in the wild 
again.  Once the bird is healthy - feather 
growth, good weight, normal behavior - 
the owl is released if it is the right season 
for the owl to be in the area.

RETURNED TO THE WILDBANDAGED WINGWAKING UP FROM SURGERY
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WHY SHOULD YOU CARE?

Just one pair of barn owls disposes of 600 mice per year.  
Each mouse causes about $25.00 in crop damage annually.    
That one pair of owls can therefore save a large farm 
$15,000.00 per year.  Sadly, thousands of owls are injured by 
cars, guns, traps and poisons.  If owls are not saved, farmers 
and consumers will face increased costs due to crop 
damage and spread of disease caused by rodents. 
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NOTES

The law requires that an 
owl be fully healed and 

released within 6 months.  
Otherwise, it must be 

euthanized, become an 
education bird or qualify 

for an extension.

Owls that cannot be 
released may become 

education birds, but only if 
there are sufficient funds, 

space, demand, and 
volunteers. 

You can help! (1)When driving at night, 
please slow down. (2)Use mouse traps, or let 

the owls catch the mice and rats for you; 
NEVER use rat poisons. (3)Support owl 

research programs by "adopting" an owl.   
(4)Volunteer to help rehabilitators. (5)Provide 

and maintain safe owl habitats. 
(6)Learn more about owls!

Sadly, approximately 50% 

of the injured owls cannot 

be rehabilitated and must 

be euthanized.

 Contrary to popular belief, it is unlikely an owl will 
harm your animals. Many owl species are 

incapable of harming anything larger than a 
mouse or rat. As a responsible owner, you should 

provide a secure nighttime pen for your animals to 
protect them from all predators, including the more 
likely predators: foxes, raccoons, and loose dogs.

The most common causes 

of injury to owls are wires, 

guns, rat poisons and other 

pesticides.
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